**                BACK.  TO   THE   BOYS
student. That is why Barney could never get out of
black and dress in brown like Weary, or in any colour
like me. But though McSweeney's was paid quarterly
to issue ecclesiastical raiment to her medical son,
there were two compensations. One of these was the
umbrella which went with the costume, for which
seven-and-sixpence was set aside; the other was an
overcoat. Everyone knew where his overcoat had
gone. Jimmy had it neatly folded on a shelf behind
the Bank with other " soft goods." But the umbrella
lost long ago, was lost long enough to be replaced.
What we were discussing, now that we were forced to
take thought for the morrow, was whether the nice
conduct of an umbrella when Barney went to meet his
mother at Kingsbridge would distract that lady's
attention from the absence of his overcoat and lull
her curiosity. Would she not reason thus, as Barney
hoped: If he has an umbrella, which can be done
without more easily than an overcoat, is it not evident
that he also has the coat ? " True, the umbrella
would be the first to go," I ventured.
" Begob, you're right !" the Citizen agreed
enthusiastically.
"Wait awhile," said the cautious Weary. "The
umbrella has already gone first."
" He is thinking of a new one," I replied.
" He can get clothes from McSweeney's on tick,"
Weary said.
44 Jayshus 1" said the Citizen.
Barney was resenting the discussion on the limita-
tions of his menage when I had a brain wave.
" It would be easier to borrow an umbrella from Golly
than an overcoat. You can be going to a funeral."
" It's his own funeral," the Citizen said.
" Would a lady's brolly be any use ?" I inquired,
mentioning my aunt's.
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